Using comparative cases from Guinea, Uganda, and the Democratic Republic of Congo, this study explains why some refugee-hosting communities launch large-scale attacks on civilian refugees whereas others refrain from such attacks even when state officials encourage them. Ato Kwamena Onoma argues that such outbreaks happen only when states instigate them because of links between a few refugees and opposition groups. Locals embrace these attacks when refugees are settled in areas that privilege residence over indigeneity in the distribution of rights, ensuring that they live autonomously of local elites. The resulting opacity of their lives leads locals to buy into their demonization by the state. Locals do not buy into state denunciation of refugees in areas that privilege indigeneity over residence in the distribution of rights because refugees in such areas are subjugated to locals who come to know them very well. Onoma reorients the study of refugees back to a focus on the disempowered civilian refugees that constitute the majority of refugees even in cases of severe refugee militarization.
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The broad questions and issues concerning refugee-host relations that are at the heart of this book first began to occupy my mind in August 1997. I was one of thousands of refugees fleeing the war in Sierra Leone who had settled in the Guinean capital, Conakry. Relations between Guineans and refugees were not particularly cordial, but they were peaceful all the same. The two groups mostly lived parallel lives. My stay in Guinea ended up lasting for only a month as I made my way first to N'Zérékoré in the country's Forest Region, Abidjan in Cote d'Ivoire, and then Accra, where I enrolled at the University of Ghana, with the support of relatives. I had just commenced my first semester of graduate work at Northwestern University in Evanston, IL, when I began to hear of widespread attacks on refugees in Conakry in early September 2000. Reports from Human Rights Watch were confirmed by phone conversations with friends in Guinea and Sierra Leone. It was painful news that immediately suggested a dissertation topic to an eager graduate student. When I made an effort to actually begin to read about the wars in Sierra Leone and Liberia and the refugee situation in Guinea, I realized it was a rather traumatic exercise, so I shelved those issues and instead wrote my dissertation on a no-less-interesting subject -the politics of land rights in Africa.
When I arrived at Yale University in 2007, I decided to revisit the subject of refugee-host relations and received tremendous support from many colleagues with whom I discussed this. Yale University had a lot of faculty members with interests in violence and conflict. I worked with many research assistants in Uganda, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Liberia on this project. Three stand out because of the extent of their contributions to my work. In Uganda, Elijah Kisembo conducted extensive archival research for this study and helped me secure a research permit. When I finally arrived in Uganda, we worked together on the project in Kampala and in the southwestern districts of Ntungamo and Isingiro. He then moved on to Masindi District to conduct interviews with more former refugees still based in Uganda while I went south to Rwanda's Nyagatare District in search of former refugees who had already repatriated.
In the Mano River Basin, I worked with two excellent research assistants -Alfred Borbor and Koya Toupou. Alfred provided tremendous assistance in my work in Guéckédou Prefecture (Guinea), Kono and Kailahun Districts (Sierra Leone), and Salayea District (Liberia). Koya Toupou, who grew into a researcher in his own right during this project, was invaluable during my work in what turned out to be the very heart of my research in the region -Yomou Prefecture, Guinea.
Most of my field research was conducted in Guinea. During my first trip there, the family of Haja Jeneba Barry in Conakry very warmly welcomed me into their home. Umu Dukuray, Fatu Dukuray, Bilol Barry, Muhammad Dukuray, Haja Jeneba Barry (II), Aruna Daramy, Haja Tigidanke Dukuray, Momodu Dukuray, Ali Kakay, Fanta Kakay, and the rest of the household contributed greatly to making Guinea a pleasant place in which to live and work. I will forever be grateful for their help and affection.
www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-03669-7 -Anti-Refugee Violence and African Politics Ato Kwamena Onoma Frontmatter More information Acknowledgments xiii I have at various stages had the privilege of presenting and getting feedback on this work. Audiences at Yale University's Comparative Politics Workshop, the African and Afro-American Studies Colloquium at the University of Michigan, seminars at the Department of Political Science and School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University, and the African Leadership Center in Nairobi provided very useful and lively feedback on this work. I thank participants for their contributions, which informed the multiple revisions that have, without doubt, improved this work.
I was about to send the manuscript out to publishers when Elisabeth Wood encouraged me to seek funding from the Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center at Yale for an author's workshop on the manuscript. The MacMillan Center responded favorably with a Kempf Family Fund award, and on the 2nd of May 2011, seven scholars who had read various parts of the manuscript met to give presentations on and discuss it. At the conference were Paul Richards, Jason Stearns, Mike McGovern, Stephen Wilkinson, James Scott, Adrienne Lebas, and Siba Grovogui. Kamari Clarke, Esther Mokuwa Richards, and Torjia Karimu also joined the discussions. Unsurprisingly, given the cast of characters present, the discussions were animated and rather heated. The workshop produced a wealth of feedback that I used to revise the manuscript extensively before submission to publishers.
The manuscript has since then also benefited from the comments of anonymous reviewers and the thoughts of Celine Bankumuhari and Grace Atim, who both agreed to read and discussed various parts of this work. Rita Effah, who was then at the Yale School of Forestry, provided the maps for this work.
I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to all of the persons and institutions listed for their contribution to this manuscript. To the many others whom I have not named here due to forgetfulness and a need to protect their identities, I am no less thankful. While taking responsibility for the defects in the manuscript, I hope I have been able to use your tremendous contributions to make the manuscript worthy of association with your names.
My daughters Ewuraba Khemes and Adjoa N'guide have been integral parts of the process of writing this book. They very effectively ensured that I did not take research and writing too seriously and that I maintained a healthy balance in life. My partner, Yaba Ndiaye, put up with my frequent research trips, tolerated my efforts at bringing up this work at every opportunity, and provided constructive feedback on various parts
